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UCDP data show several significant events for organized violence in 2019. The defeat of Islamic State (IS) in
Syria and Iraq has pushed the number of fatalities to just under 75 600, the lowest level since the outbreak of
the Syrian civil war in 2011. However, this de-escalation in Syria is countered by increased violence in Africa, as
IS and other transnational jihadist groups have relocated their efforts there. Pushing into new territories, and
continuing to spread terror with complex suicide attacks, IS still dominated the trend in organized violence,
despite being severely weakened by large-scale offensives. Furthermore, violence has continued to increase in
Afghanistan, in spite of attempts at negotiating peace, and the country witnessed its bloodiest year since the
end of the Soviet intervention in 1989. UCDP recorded more than 31 200 fatalities in Afghanistan in 2019,
which accounts for 40% of all fatalities from organized violence across the globe.
Read more in Pettersson, Therese & Magnus Öberg (2020) Organized violence, 1989-2019. Journal of Peace Research 57(4)
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The five conflict-affected
countries with the highest
number of fatalities in 2019:
1) Afghanistan
2) Mexico
3) Syria
4) Nigeria
5) DR Congo
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Out of 54 active state-based
conflicts in the world in
2019, 25 of them concerned
states in Africa. Asia with 15
and the Middle East with 10
conflicts followed the leading
continent.

50

50 000
25 000
0

0

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

UCDP
Uppsala Conflict Data Program
ucdp.uu.se

Data source: UCDP Georeferenced Dataset 20.1 https://ucdp.uu.se/downloads/

The Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) is the world’s main
provider of data on organized violence and the oldest ongoing
data collection project for civil war, with a history of almost 40
years. Its definition of armed conflict has become the global
standard of how conflicts are systematically defined and studied.
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