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Wolves are well known as predators of deer and moose. In Scandinavia wolves mainly live 
in small family groups, or packs, of the alpha pair and their offspring of the same year. In 
some occasions the offspring may stay for a year or two longer. The amount of moose that 
a wolf pack, or a wolf pair, prey upon (the kill rate) varies according to the number of pack 
members, the type of prey species and other factors.  
 
In areas where wolves exist they are important for providing carrion to other scavenging 
species. Some food is left at the end of a meal that other animals rely on to survive, 
especially during winter where food can be scarce. What many people don’t realise is that 
predators, such as the wolf, also occasionally scavenge. Since this is not their main source 
of food they are generally not considered a true scavenger. It is thought that scavenging 
may occur in predators as their regular food source becomes more scarce or harder to catch 
(such as when moose calves become stronger and more able to evade predation). 
 
The aim of my thesis was to find out to what extent scavenging occurs in different wolf 
packs and if it varies between them. Additionally, I looked at a few variables that may 
influence this variation. To do this I used 24 wolf territories from Norway and Sweden that 
had previously been studied in winters from 2001 to 2014. Each territory had been studied 
using GPS collars that report the position of the wolf every hour. From this every carcass 
the wolves either killed or scavenged upon, during the study period, could be found. I then 
examined the differences in proportions of these in each territory. I found that there are 
significant variations between the amounts of scavenging found in the different wolf 
territories. This is very interesting and therefore I went on to find out what could be the 
reason for these differences. I found that the body condition of wolves (measured in body 
weight) had an influence on the proportion of scavenged carcasses that were found in a 
territory. The results showed that a higher amount of scavenging occurs in a pack that has a 
lower body condition. Furthermore, I found that a high proportion of scavenged carcasses 
were also linked to a low kill rate (prey that has been killed by wolves). This means those 
wolves that kill less scavenge more. These findings are interesting as they show that 
wolves use scavenging to compensate for, or make up the difference of, a low kill rate.  
 
This study was just the first step in understanding what role scavenging has in the diet of 
wolves. There are many more aspects that can be looked at such as how scavenging varies 
seasonally or during the different life stages of a wolf. This information could be very 
useful when making management plans for wolves in Sweden.  
 
 
 
 

 


