
 

 

Doctoral (Ph.D.) student position with doctoral grant in the area of human 
cell-mediated immunology and vaccine research 
Login and apply  

Karolinska Institutet, the Department of Medicine, Huddinge 
A doctoral student is admitted to third-cycle/doctoral education. A doctoral education consists of 
supervised research, combined with courses and other educational activities. An individual study 
plan is established for each doctoral student. For a doctoral degree, the equivalent of four years 
of full-time doctoral education is required. 
 
Karolinska Institutet, Dept of Medicine, Center for Infectious Medicine (CIM) 
The Department of Medicine at Huddinge comprises of seven units, three research centers and 
around 70 independent research groups. The Center for Infectious Medicine (CIM) is a leading 
research unit within the Department of Medicine at Huddinge with a focus on translational studies 
of the human immune system and infection-immunity in humans. 
 
Research group 
The Ph.D. studies will be conducted in Prof. Hans-Gustaf Ljunggren’s research group. 
The research performed in the laboratory of Prof. Hans-Gustaf Ljunggren (HGL lab) focuses on 
studies of the human immune response towards viruses and cancer. One specific area of 
research in the group deals with flaviviruses and in particular flavivirus vaccines, and the immune 
responses that vaccines evokes. 
 
The doctoral student project and the duties of the doctoral student 
For this Ph.D. project, we are seeking a highly motivated and skilled student to join the group. 
The student is expected to assess T cell, NK cell and other innate immune cell responses in 
individuals having undergone Yellow fever virus, and/or Tick-borne encephalitis virus, and/or 
Japanese encephalitis virus vaccination. Responses to be studied include virus specific CD8 and 
CD4 T cell responses, including cross-reactive T cell responses among different flavivirus 
infections. Several subprojects including epitope discovery and phenotypic analysis of 
chemokine- and differentiation-associated markers can also be studied. The project represents 
one important part of a larger academic clinical trial. The project has important global health 
implication in that the outcome of results may affect global vaccination strategies. The project 
also has bearing on the United Nation’s global sustainability goals (GSG) 2030. 
 
Eligibility requirements for doctoral education 
In order to participate in the selection for a doctoral position, you must meet the following general 
(A) and specific (B) eligibility requirements at latest by the application deadline. 

https://ki.varbi.com/se/what:login/jobID:298769/type:job/where:4/apply:1/
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It is your responsibility to certify eligibility by following the instructions on the web page Entry 
requirements (eligibility) for doctoral education. 

A) General eligibility requirement 

You meet the general eligibility requirement for doctoral/third-cycle/PhD education if you: 

1. have been awarded a second-cycle/advanced/master qualification (i.e. master degree) or 
2. have satisfied the requirements for courses comprising at least 240 credits of which at least 60 

credits were awarded in the advanced/second-cycle/master level, or 
3. have acquired substantially equivalent knowledge in some other way in Sweden or abroad.* 

Follow the instructions on the web page Entry requirements (eligibility) for doctoral education. 

*If you claim equivalent knowledge, follow the instructions on the web page Assessing equivalent 
knowledge for general eligibility for doctoral education. 

B) Specific eligibility requirement 

You meet the specific eligibility requirement for doctoral/third-cycle/PhD education if you: 

• Show proficiency in English equivalent to the course English B/English 6 at Swedish upper 
secondary school. 

Follow the instructions on the web page English language requirements for doctoral education. 

Verification of your documents Karolinska Institutet checks the authenticity of your documents. 
Karolinska Institutet reserves the right to revoke admission if supporting documents are 
discovered to be fraudulent. Submission of false documents is a violation of Swedish law and is 
considered grounds for legal action. 

Skills and personal qualities 
We are seeking a highly talented, careful, and interested doctoral candidate. The successful 
candidate should be self-motivated and able to keep herself/himself informed on the most recent 
developments of the relevant research field, and also, should have excellent communication and 
organizational skills, and the ability to work productively and dynamically in a team. The applicant 
must be able to integrate well into the group and like to work closely in a team. Previous 
experience from working in a biomedical research lab including experience/expertise in working 
with human cells including human T cells and other immune cells is a strong merit. Knowledge on 
in vitro cell work, tissue culture, flow cytometry, assessment and read out of T cells responses is 
highly desired. Additionally, for this type of project, knowledge in the Swedish language is a merit 
since that the clinical-trial related work may involve reading documents in Swedish and 
communication with Swedish authorities. Likewise, education in ICH-GCP is a merit. 

Terms and conditions 
The doctoral student will be employed on a doctoral studentship maximum 4 years full-time. 

Application process 
Submit your application and supporting documents through the Varbi recruitment system. Use the 
button in the top right corner and follow the instructions. 

Your application should contain the following documents: 

• A personal letter of max one page expressing background and motivation for the present position 
and a curriculum vitae of max two pages (Swedish or English) 

• Any other documentation showing the desirable skills and personal qualities described above of 
max 3 pages in total, if available (Swedish or English) 

• Documents certifying your general eligibility (see A above), please enclose only necessary 
documents 
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• Documents certifying your specific eligibility (see B above), please enclose only necessary 
documents 

Documents should be limited to merits from university levels. In no instance, the application 
should exceed 14 pages. 

Selection 
A selection will be made among eligible applicants on the basis of the ability to benefit from 
doctoral education. The qualifications of the applicants will be evaluated on an overall basis. 

KI uses the following bases of assessment: 

• Documented subject knowledge of relevance to the area of research 
• Analytical skill 
• Other documented knowledge or experience that may be relevant to doctoral studies in the subject. 

 All applicants will be informed when the recruitment is completed. 

Karolinska Institutet is one of the world’s leading medical universities. Its vision is to significantly 
contribute to the improvement of human health. Karolinska Institutet accounts for the single 
largest share of all academic medical research conducted in Sweden and offers the country’s 
broadest range of education in medicine and health sciences. The Nobel Assembly at Karolinska 
Institutet selects the Nobel laureates in Physiology or Medicine. 
Pursuant to the regulations of the Swedish National Archives, applications are kept on file for two 
years after the appointment has gained legal force. The regulations do not apply to attachments 
that have been printed or otherwise published. 
Karolinska Institutet strives to provide a workplace that has approximately the same number of 
women and men, is free of discrimination and offers equal opportunity to everyone. 
For temp agencies and recruiters, and to salespersons: We politely, yet firmly, decline direct 
contact with temp agencies and recruiters, as well as those selling additional job announcements. 

 

Type of employment Doktorandplats 

Contract type Full time 

Number of positions 1 

Working hours 100% 

City Huddinge 

County Stockholms län 

Country Sweden 

Reference number 2-5471/2019 

Contact  Hans-Gustaf Ljunggren , hans-gustaf.ljunggren@ki.se 
 Kim Blom, kim.blom@ki.se 

Union representative 
 Carina Eklund, OFR, Carina.eklund@ki.se 
 Belinda Pannagel, SACO, Belinda.pannagel@ki.se 

Published 04.Nov.2019 
Last application date 29.Nov.2019 11:59 PM CET 
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